





BULLETIN from 









Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service yz = 38 Bank Street 
‘me aA PEE RS RR SRI EPA ESBS SN I 
® Vol. XVI June 15, 1948 No. 12 













ee 





an 


Special Note on 































MUST BOOKS 


If names provided the key to what wili sell, the books in this issue should mean a big 
month or two ahead for the bookseliers. Actually, the record totals up to a group of 
second rate novels from writers who have done better. Phyllis Bentley siipped from top 
ranks some time ago; LIFE STORY (Macmiilan) wont reinstate her; Somerset Maugham has 
not given us a first rate novel for some time, and CATALINA (Doubleday) is unlikeiy to 
break the jinx. Esther Forbes’ RUNNING OF THE TIDE (Houghton) is well above the average, 
but in final analysts doesn't rightfully rank as a MUST BOOK. The new Nevil Shute, 

NO HIGHWAY. (Morrow) is several cuts below his best work. Two big name novels, with 
Book=of—the-Mpnth impetus foilow immediately. The rest are reported under Problematical 
Fiction, with this warning, that on name value they wiil have initial send-off. 


August 12 
Forester, C.S. Little, Brown 
THE SKY AND THE FOREST $2.75 
} Reported originally on January first for late February publication, this was 


moved up to this publication as Book-of-the-Month selection for August, which will in- 
crease its popularity. “A wholly new vein for the creator of Captain Hornblower, in a 
story of primitive people of central Africa, a century ago, when tribes were ruled by 
fear and worship of a man-god, when superstition blocked progress, and civilization as 

we know it had left them untouched. This is the story of Loa, the god-king, brother to 
the sun and moon, served by his people; and of Musini, his chief wife, and Lanu, his 
favorite son. To Loa and his people came swift peril from without - destruction to his 
village, death or slavery to his people. Loa fell from his high estate when he was made 
prisoner by the warring tribes acting for the slavers - and is resoued by Musini and lanu, 
who had hidden and escaped. Then comes the perilous return through the forest, with Lanu 
daring to break precedents, even to using a canoe and savoring fish. But- back in the 
shattered village, with its tiny handful of his people still surviving, Loa is again a 
god - but to Lanu and his new-born twin sons, new privileges are given, and they grow 

up to be warlike, aggressive leaders, who conquer what- for central Africa- was a tiny 
empire. This piqued the cupidity of Talbot, representative of the acquisitive Leopold II 
of Belgium in the Independent State of the Congo. And so- at life's close- leo fell 
again, with his sons - and Europe moved in on his kingdom....A story told with Forester's 
gift of narrative and of conveying a sense of place and time. Its popularity is unlikely 
to measure up to his earlier romantic adventure novels, for it seems hard to sell the 
public on novels with this sort of background. But his name (and now the book club 
choice) provides impetus." 


August 18 


Smith, Betty é Harper 
TOMORROW WILL BE BETTER $3.00 v 


The author of A Tree Grows in Brooklyn again reveals her compassionate, under- 
standing gift for portraying the little people of a great city, their frustrated hopes 
and ambitions, their defensive bitterness, their zest for life beaten down by life itself. 
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The setting is Williamsburg (part of Brooklyn) - the time the '20's. Margy Shannon never | 

quite captures the imagination as did Francie, in the earlier book- but she emerges as al- } 

most as alive a figure, hopefully looking forward to securing her first job, a rung on the ‘€ 
ladder which will lead to the sort of life she has never known, where mothers will be kind | 
to their children, and marriage will mean happiness and understanding. It wasn't that way | 
in Margy's own home, where poverty and fear and disappointment had turned her mother into | 
@ querulous nagger, and sent her father to the corner grog shop for a change. It wasn't 
so in Reenie's home, where her love for a Catholic boy was viewed as worse than death. It 
wasn't so in Frankie's home, where his mother's worship of her boy had combined with his 
father's bullying to make him a sissy, hesitant about the physical involvements of marr- 
iage, even to Margy, who was less “that way" than other girls he went out with. The day 
by day round- in the office, at home, on the streets, in the rare places of amusement ' 
possible for the poor - faithfully photographed, with the pattern of thought and emotion 
captured, with occasional flashes of humor, of pathos. But there isn't the poignancy of | 





the earlier book; somehow the humor is less spontaneous, the reflection somewhat blurred. 
But the warmth of understanding, the note of authenticity are there. And the writing has 
the same quality of reaching the heart of the story, making the people live and move. 
(Book-of-the-Month - September) 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction ) 
August 4.~ | 


White, Max Harper : 
THE MIDNIGHT GARDENER $3.50. sj 





A striking example of fictionized biography which will reward literary readers 
with sufficient stamina to stay by through White's torrent of verbiage. The personality 
of his central figure, Baudelaire, the man and his work, and the picture of the world in 
which he lived eventually emerge. In precise and supersensory perception, White clini- 
cally dissects a personality in relation to his historical, social and political back- 
ground, coordinates the psychological with the poetical, and focusses attention on the 
mainsprings of a major, perfectionist poet, from the time he was twenty one, to the eve 
of his departure for Belgium. Here with the dreams of youth in conflict with the reali- 
ties he had to face, with the malady of exoticism and a drive to solitude, with mounting 
resentment against his mother who had remarried, with loyalty to the colored woman who was 
his mistress - are the constants of a self-confident genius, debt, and a love for the 
mother he had rejected. Here too are his extravagances,- money, opium, words; here the 
proud isolation, the frustrated love for other women, the exhausting results of the pub- 
lishing of his poetry, stigmatized by indecency. In the sensual, sensuous and sensitive 
processes of a poet, this delicate refinement does not lose the human terms, the sad drama 
of an artistic life. White in his earlier books, wrote of painters; he has used the same 
techniques for this study of a poet. 





August 5 


Lowry, Robert Doubleday 


FIND MB IN FIRE $2 60/875 —— 
7 
A midwestern town representing in microcosm the unintentional hurts from which 
spring violent actions and emotions, the gnawing bitterness of sectionalism from which 
savage revolt ensues, With the return of Jim Miller, an ex GI with an artificial leg, 
the events leading up to a fire in the town are precipitated. Jim unintentionally touches 
off the Negro Len Sharpe's simmering resentments; he is instrumental in bringing 17-year 
old Petey Jordan out of her adolescent dreams, in offering Genevieve Aronson a chance for 
physical passion. In return, Jim is ultimately able to cut off from the town and all its 
old hold on him. The author of Casua!lt, (1946) again probes, grimly, deeply, into the 
motivations of good and evil and the thresholds between, accenting less heavily than 
Farrell the sociological patterns but using them as fundamental issues conditioning his 
characters. Not for libraries with conservative requirements. 
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August 10 “ 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Baker, Dorothy 
OUR GIFTED SON $2.75 — 
* A story of indirect, intense interaction between father and son, this has much 
of the fascination - and curious concentration of emotion which marks her previous books 
( Young Man With a Horn, Trio, etc,) This, in sequences of cumulative tension, tells of 
Jose Richter's return to Mexico and to his father, Carlos, who respected only power, who 
controlled - if only by destruction- those around him. For the first time, Carlos is un- 
able to exact submission from Jose, to keep him away from Fran Anderson, who had once 
been engaged to teach him English, and had then been withdrawn from his life. Through 
her he learns how his mother had died. In a final break with his father, Jose gets his 
first emancipation. His second comes when, for the sake of the boy she loved, Fran kills 
herself and the man with whom she had slept. Effective- as a story of subdued, if no 


less charged violence. 
Houghton, Mifflin 


Summers, Hollis 
CITY LIMIT _- Fa 
V4 
A first novel, which if at times seems indistinct in intention, mutes the in- 
pulsiveness and insecurity of first love against the coarseness and morality of adult 
misinterpretation. This is the story of Harriet Shrader and Ed Webster, still in High 
School, as they are exposed to the vicarious to vicious vigilance of Gertrude Bates, Dean 
of Girls, distorted by sexual spinsterdom. Under stigma and under pressure, Harriet and 
Ed run away, cross the Kentucky state line into Indiana, spend several days together (but 
do not sleep together) until the truant officer catches up with them. With no alterna- 
tive save marriage before them, they go to the preacher alone- and a little lonely....A 
sometimes poignant, not 2lways pleasant contrast drawn between thsidealism of the young, 


the rigidity of their elders, but rather questionable betters. 
August 47- Sent 14 
Macmillan 


Bentley, Phyllis 
LIFB STORY $3.00 


The dreary cycle of progression from down-trodden poor relation to lust for pvow- 
er over those she controls and descent again to powerlessness is the background pattern for 
another long-drawn out novel of largely regional interest- set in the West Riding textile 
district that Miss Bentley has made her own. The novel purports to be the piecing to- 
gether of the stories of the past recounted by Hannah Moorhouse Tyas to her grandson. 
Little Hannah is ten when the story starts with a memorable day of disaster, the disap- 
pearance of her father, the bullying of her cousins, and the falling in love with her 
cousin Hedley. She is much more likable at this stage than later as an imperious, power- 
loving matron, demanding the attention of husband, son and daughter. Accurate enough- 
not only in the Jelineation of character, but in the analysis of the effect of oppression 
on the oppressed, on the picture of the industrial heritage which is an integral part of 


the people rooted in it. But frankly, I found it heavy going. 


August 18 


Huxley, Aldous Harper | 
APE AND ESSENCE $2.50 v 


A successor to his Brave New World (1932) here is again a new world if one that 
is considerably more unlovely, the world of radio-activity where only a few have survived 
the “consumation of technological progress". Based on a scenario script of the now-dead 
poet-hermit Tallis, this is a prose-verse projection screened before an audience of baboon 
bobby-soxers who incant the latest hit tune-triumph- “Love's the very essence...Give me, 
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give me detumescence”....Before them appears the spectacle of Hollywood under the reign 

of Belial, where almost all are deformed by gamma rays, and in a frantic race for surviv- 
al with synthetic glanders, they produce to propitiate their god. To this land, from New 
Zealand, comes the sex-shy, scholarly scientist, Dr. Poole, whose horror is followed by 
his seduction at the hands of Loola with whom, ultimately, he escapes...Perhaps the Huxley 
name will carry this to a certain market, but for the average normal readers, this form of 
satire at its most explicit may well prove distasteful. 


August 19 


Doubleday 


Doner, Mary Frances 
RAVENSWOOD $2e00 /$2.75 
Written in the vein of light romantic fiction this is a family story set ina 
small Michigan town on Lake Huron, in the period before World War II. Pelagie St. George, 
the old dowager, had married for the power and position of the St. George name, rather 
than marry the man she loved; she found the price too high, despite the material gains. 
Her son Neely, kind, gentle, ineffectual, had married a shrew; their son, Thad, up and 
coming industrialist, falls in love with Kitty Rose Keane, a nobody and illegitimate, who 
disappears rather than hurt his future. Another branch of the family is ruled by the over- 
bearing Philip, who worships only his daughter Monique, and disowns his son Dru, when he 
marries Vida Carpenter and makes a man of himself. Deus ex machina is the diabolic Leger 
Chapotin, black sheep of the family, whose arrivals and departures keep them in suspense; 
and at the end it is Leger who upsets the family applecart by revealing the fact that 
Philip is his own illegitimate son and not a St. George at all, and that Kitty Rose is 
Philip's daughter. Orthodox happy ending in view as the story closes. For rentals largely. 


Maugham, W. Somerset 1D ivk Doubleday 
CATALINA PP. Pol Bom $2085 /$3.00 


The time of the Inquisition in Spain provides what might have been a colorful 
and dramatic background for the story of Catalina, a crippled girl made whole by divine 
intervention and faith. Somehow, Somerset Maugham has lost his old magic- and the story 
emerges as a dry and colorless tale of false pretensions and <r ant pride within the 
Carmelite Convent; of the superstitions and fears and intoJer. /s that dominated even 
the rule of so godly a man as the Bishop of Segovia, whe ~vates to assume the power 
that is thrust upon him, but who accepts it as preordai...1 when his brother, the humble 
baker, is used.as the direct instrument. Catalina's stubborn determination to withstand 
the pressure put upon her to enter the sisterhood, for the glory of Beatrix, wins her 
freedom, marriage to the vacillating Diego,and the chance tc make a name for herself as 
an actress. Lots of ingredients tor a romantic picaresque novel, motivated by miraculous 
intervention of Heaven at the psychological moments - but somehow it never coheres, and 
the parts are better than the whole. The Maugham name suffered something of an eclipse 
with Then and Now. This wont add to his stature. 


Lancaster, Bruce Little, Brown 
NO BUGLES TONIGHT S a , $3.00 
Oblate, MusTEle, Frege - 


* A good fast-paced yarn of the phase of the War between the States that moved back 
and forth across the valley of the Tennessee, from 1862 to the relief of Nashville and the 
unionists of eastern Tennessee. Lancaster, as in The Scarlet Patch, tells the old story 
from a new angle- this time through the adventures and misadventures of Whipple Sheldon, 
secret agent in the heart of the South, who changes from a cocky young blade to a season- 
ed veteran, in the process of adversity and suffering. He is one of the crew that almost 
get away with capturing a rebel train; he is imprisoned in a foul cellar near Chattan- 
ooga; he poses as a Canadian munitions agent, sympathetic to the South; he even serves 
with the rebel army, until he can slip over the lines near Vicksburg, there to join the 
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forces of Grant and Sherman. Romance and adventure- and a lively picture of the opera- 
tion of private agents - “the right sort of people” - through bitter years. Lancaster 
spins a good yarn - and yet has never reached the higher sales brackets. 


August 19 


Baldwin, Faith Rinehart 
THEY WHO LOVE $2.50 


Two long, two short, all custom-made for her market, these tell of the Courtenys, 
Catherine and John, and the romantic dislocation the war brings to their three children:- 
of Niki, who passed up marriage for a career; of Julie, nurse, and the man she didn't 
marry, the doctor she couldn't marry; and finally Linda, rejected by but tied to her mo- 
ther, who finally gets free to marry the boy she loves...The patina comes with long prac- 
tice. For rentals largely. 


Sher, Jack Rinehart 
THE COLD COMPANION $2.50 


Rather than a mystery per se, this is the analysis of Steve Rowe, ex GI, writer, 
companioned by loneliness, who finds haven with Al Rolland, theatrical agent, onetime 
sadist and rat, but also a fellow traveler in an empty world. Steve's rootlessness is 
further intensified by his bondage to the memory of his dead pal, Jeff, and his casual 
connection with Rolland forms a perfect frame for him when Rolland's partner, slimy Sher- 
man, is killed. Steve is shaken out of his self destructive attitude by having to hide 
out from the police, by hardhitting Deborah's clinically offered help, and- in tracking 
down the motives and suspects in the crime, finds out more about himself than he does 
about the killing. But with its solution he gets a chance to untangle his own troubles. 
Sharp, scandal angles on “show biz" accompany tough, sometimes unpalatable manhunting.... 
Double market in mystery section. 


Wouk, Herman Simon & Schuster 
CITY BOY $2.95 


Divorcing himself from the artificialty and effort of Aurora Dawn (1947) this 
is a tragi-comedy of youngsters, understandingly, amusingly, entertainingly presented ,with 
enough bite in the interpolations of the adult world against which they carry on inces- 
sant warfare, to keep it from a too humorous apprach. Wouk tells of eleven and a half 
year old Bronx Herbie Bookbinder's school and camp exploits - exploits promoted by his 
desire to be liked and admired for something other than his fat and his brains. With 
his cousin Cliff he manages a modicum of trouble for himself and a maximum for others. 
He loses his heart; he achieves passing fame in a school play by creating a General Grant 
that never was; he competes unsuccessfully with athletic Lennie for popular favor; he 
suffers a few frustrations at camp. Then he reaches a peak of fame in constructing a 
slide for the mardigras, only to have it tempered by realization that he has an unpleas- 
ant confession to make to his father. The confession ultimately saves his father's plant- 
and the finale, despite punishment, is more than Herbie had hoped. Nice going- with no 
profound social significance or jibes at modern mores. 


August 20 


Brinkley, Williem Dutton Al 
QUICKSAND $3.00 


A first novel which is assured, often affecting, provided the market can get 
past the popularly accepted deterrent of the war background. This tells of a Navy Lieu- 
tenant in Italy during the months of its disintegration. Mark had married Barbara a week 
before shipping overseas, and finds that memory of Barbara has lost reality and fades out 
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completely when he meets Anna, an Italian girl. ‘In an operation which costs him his ship 
and some of his men, Mark realizes the validity of his love for Anna, and determines to 
ask for divorce, only to find that Barbara has engineered his transfer to London, where 
she is. He leaves, in the foreknowledge that he will be lost in the quicksand of daily 
existence. Accomplished in handling, which includes some bright to bitter dialogue and 

a softer-toned romance, rather than distinguished in theme. 


te 


BRAYY . 
Forbes, Esther — Houghton, Mifflin 


THE RUNNING OF THE TIDE $4.00 ,- 


* The period of Salem's splendor, as home port of the new era of American shipping, 
is given full portraiture in this vigorous story of the Inmans - the grandmother, Old 
Ma'am, dominating and controlling the family fortunes, her daughter-in-law, and the four 
grandsons,- Dash, temporarily penalized for losing his ship, “Liz", grown to captain's 
estate, but shipping as first mate on the new Victrix,; Tom, off at sea when the story 
opens, and Peter, not strong enough to follow in the family footsteps. A grand tale of 
men and ships - and of the women they loved - and of twisted loyalties and cowardice 
mistaken for honor, but a tale overlong and overburdened in the telling. The minutiae of 
life in the days of Jefferson's embargo and Madison's war - of the women who waited at 
home and the men who were rootless ashore; of Peter's quixotic shouldering of his brother 
Dash's brief interlude of romance, in order to save him for Polly, who had an eye on the 
main chance and worshipped only one person, herself. Good Americana. 


August 30 


Partridge, Bellamy Crowell 
BIG FREEZE $2.75 


The building of the Croton Reservoir, the aqueduct and the political chicaner- 
ies that went into the realization of the dream of New York's water supply- this is the 
substance of a story of David Wakeman, idealistic young engineer, who gave completely of 
himself that the dream be achieved. A story more in the tradition of Idell's Centennial 
Summer etc. than of Partridge's nostalgic Country Lawyer and its successors. Good region- 
al, period material, but the story is tnin spun and the telling somewhat pedestrian. 


August 31 


Shute, Nevil Morrow 
. NO HIGHWAY $3.00 


A disappointment from Nevil Shute, who somehow- for this reader- does not come 
to grips with the potentials of his story, which fuses fiction and science. He fails to 
make the story come clear or the characters emerge from two dimensional patterns. Mr. 
Honey is a fuzzy-minded little man, on practical planes- but a scientist working in the 
abstractions of fatigue in light alloy structures in the structural department of the 
Royal Aircraft Establishment. His test is far from completed, but his projection is 
astonishingly exact- and the proof may cost the lives of transatlantic passengers. Just 
how he insures their safety- and how romance comes to him through two fellow passengers 
makes an odd blend of science and sentiment. Nevil Shute has given us better books. 


A Late Arrival (Published) 


Lehmann, John-£d. New Directions 
MODERN FRENCH SHORT STORIES $3.00 


14 short stories from the British magazine, New Writing, representing ten con- 
tributors, four of whom have already achieved literary status (Gide, Sartre, Giono, St. 
Exupery) the others of less assured familiarity. A collection of considerable quality 
and variety - though largely designated towards an aesthetic audience. 
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COME ELEVEN 


June 16 







Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
SAVAGE BREAST $2.50 


Long, Manning 


* Brisk, bright touches as Liz Parrott, this time very pregnant, pursues a murder- 
er impulsively, impetuously, and impedes the more orthodox operations of her husband Gor- 
don. A borrowed apartment borrows considerable trouble when an experimental monkey dies, 
a doctor and daughter disappear, another doctor is murdered and a sample formula proves 
fatal. Funny to feline feminine fare. 


August 5 


Cumberland, Marten Doubleday 
AND THEN CAME FEAR $2.00 


A communal colony of artists and writers- idealistically dedicated- find their 
utopia soured by material motives, wives and just women, two murders and a series of per- 
verse, practical jokes. Although with the appropriation of a manuscript as tangible evi- 
dence against one of the members, Commissaire Saturnin Dax continues his search for a sex 
killer, finds his intuitions rewarded. Standard procedure and prosecution, in spite of 
the elaborate overlay of epithet. 


Rohmer, Sax Doubleday 
SHADOW OF FU MANCHU $2.00 


The doughty Sir Denis Nayland Smith hot on the trail of his ancient adversary, 
Fu Manchu, as he, and America, Russia, England race to get the secret of a potential 
that will neutralize atomic war which young scientist Morris Craig has discovered. Chase 
and counter-chase mark Smith's hounding of the Asiatic insane genius, now out to save the 
world from the “leprosy of Communism", and the desperate battle- in a production of dis- 
guises, Oriental fast plays,- climaxes with the discovery of the Soviet agent and the 
honesty of Craig. Thriller with all trimmings- and eae Crime Club selection. 


August 18 


Ballinger, Bill S. Harper 
THE BODY IN THE BED $2.50.- 


Barr Breed, private detective, proceeds obdurately, durably through a series of 
murders which involve him as both suspect and target, tangles with a couple of lovelies 
and members of the underworld, opens up some dealings in stolen jewels and comes up with 
@ solution just in time. Strenuous but satisfactory. 


Walling, R.A.J. Morrow 
THE LATE UNLAMENTED $2.50 

Mr. Tolefree and a rare batch of suspects in a long delayed appearance. A Chan- 
nel town, a harassed and harried lady, some postwar smuggling, the murder of a nefarious 
blackguard, and Tolefree hares after a double-motived crime. Accent on the accuracy, 
rather than the racy, for a solid British importation. Specialists only. 


August 19 
Leonard, Charles L. Doubleday 
THE 4TH FUNERAL $2.00 


Kilgerrin, waiting plane transportation, caught in the complicated private lives 
of the foreign colony of Belem, gets tangled up in a church feud, murders in an apartment 
house, and much gossip that leads nowhere. Coming off practically unscathed as compared 
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to earlier books, Kilgerrin's supersnooping is well amplified with definite local color, 
well defined characters. Satisfying. 


August 19 


Doubleday 


Upfield, Arthur W. 
THE MOUNTAINS HAVE A SECRET $2.00 
Again the infallible, indefatigable Inspector, Napoleon Bonaparte, tracks- 
through his native Australian bush- the disappearance of two girls and the murder of the 
yardman at the hotel where they had stayed. Bony finally finds and frees the girls, dis- 
lodges Nazi activity as the source of the trouble. Upfield on the downgrade, this is 


nonetheless a Crime Club selection. 


Doubleday 


Young, Gordon 
RED CLARK TO THE RESCUE $2.50 
Red Clark, in a series of adventures with Jack Kellem's outlaws, an accomplish- 
ed liar of a girl, Peg, the secret of a gold mine, and the sabotaging of his uncle's ranch, 
forces a showdown- with plenty of dead flesh as proof- and brings the Law back to the 
cattle country of the Mollogons. Wide open spaces needed for a wide open story- with 
more plot than you can handle- of cowboy derring do. Bing, Bing, you're dead. 


August 23% 


Austin, Hugh Scribner 
THE MILKMAID'S MILLIONS $2.50 ~~ 


Another case for Wm. Sultan, of Sultan, Sultan & Sultan, Counsellors at Law, 
(Drink the Green Water, 1947) in which, with a combination of Mr. Tutt for the legal end, 
and of a C.B. Kelland timid hero for the plot angle, the staff- Kelly, Morgan & Roberts- 
outplays their boss and takes him out of the middle of a murder-inheritance web. Very 
deadpan hilarity, dignified horseplay, with ethics and legality overboard on the part 
of the staff, give “Grandpappy” a safety. Small-time but good. 


August 31 


Field, Peter Morrow 
RETURN TO POWDER VALLEY $2.50 


Ex-sheriff Pat Stevens returns to Powder Valley- after the death of his wife 
and child- to find many changes, none of them good, as gold- and the rivalry between. 
crooked county sheriff Kelso and gambler Dupree have brought trouble to the town. Kelso's 
sell-out of a group of homesteading land prophets, and of Pat's own ranch, puts Pat in- ; 
to quick action which brings a confession from Kelso, ends in the death of Dupree. A 
successful successor in an approved series. 
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Treat, Lawrence Morrow 
OVER THE BDGE $2.50 


* Proceeding from the superior to the superlative, this tells of the trial of shy, 
scholarly Mark Wissner whose wife, Viola, drops from a cliff ("pushover or just a fallen 
woman?”) and its aftermath of prodding perplexities and guilt- particularly for Alex 
Rambeau who had once loved Viola Wissner and who had swung the jury against the defendant. 
In a series of sequences in which Rambeau is driven away from his own wife and toward a 
personal identification with the crime, a crisis is reached, & subconscious and a con- 
science salved. In its intensity, its psychopathic provocativeness, this hits a high 
mark in a high class career. 
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Nothing You Can Count On But.... 


Book-of-the-Month dual selection for August may - or better say will ~ give added 
impetus to sales and demand for William Vogts’ ROAD TO SURVIVAL (Wm. Sloane). A 
Dark Horse personal adventure yarn with which you might do something is JUNGLE 
MAN by Major P.J. Pretorius (Dutton)...The general level is mediocre. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 


July 12 


Potter, Stephen Holt 
THB THEORY AND PRACTICE OF GAMBSMANSHIP $2.75 


Although a predisposition toward British humor is a valuable asset in appreci- 
ating this invaluable “Art of Winning Games Without Actually Cheating”, there is nothing 
to scare off any games’ participant who has decided he can talk his opponent out of win- 
ning. There are finely scored opening gambits, well developed ploys and doubletake 
stratagems to defeat the best player of any sports, card, ball or table activities, by 
the howlingest amateur interested only in winning (without sacrifioing any fraction of 
sportsmanship). Would you make a flurry, or clothesmanship, or nice chapmanship, or 
guestship, or drinkship, would you employ the hampers or the variety of openings sug- 
gested, you oan take your place in golf, ohess, bridge, rugger (well, we said it was 
British, didn't we?), billiards, squash rackets, tennis, cricket - and outscore any 
better qualified opponent. With a wily tongue, in ao beautiful cheek, the true and com- 
plete story of gamesmanship, together with stories of its founders, and the development 
of its rules, accompanied with worrisome diagrams and illustrations, this succeeds most 
angelically in applying psychological warfare to social, athletic, mental contests. Plus 
sale (if a bit expensive) for an audience that will admit its special humor. And it 
really IS funny! Illustrated by Lt.-Col. Frank Wilson. 


Givens, Seon- fd. Vanguard 
JAMBS JOYCE: Two Decades of Criticism $5.00 


The great revolutionary writer of the 20th century through a plethora of criti- 
cal articles and appraisals which have appeared largely in literary periodicals and books. 
Here, in interpretation of the man, the techniques and the mythical, symbolic and psycho- 
logical implications of his work, one is aware of the “unrelaxing attention® it demands - 
the complexities and obscurities, the conventions and devices, the distortion of language 
and superabundance of words which have made his writing inaccessible. His Dubliners, his 
Exiles, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Ulysses, Finnegans Wake, the influence on 
Joyce of Ibsen, personal reminiscences of Joyce in the last years, make up part of this 
collection which includes, among its contributors, James Farrell, Philip Toynbee, Edmund 
Wilson, William Troy, T.S. Eliot- of the more familiar names. For the devotee. 


July 20 Vv 


Editors of Today's Woman Farrar, Straus 
WHAT TODAY'S WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT MARRIAGE $3.00 Lv 


A catchy collection of pieces which presents a miscellany of incidental intelli- 
gence for mothers, housewives and/or career girls. What kind of a wife you are; how solid 
is your marriage; how happy your husband; having a baby (a blow by blow account); mis- 
carriages; housework - and hating it, or making it easy; what kind of a mother you are, 
and your rights as a mother; baby sitters; the legalities of the marriage contract and of 
housekeeping; your husband's job (and keeping out of it); handling money and budgeting; 
sewing and kitchen careering in the home; sex, the husband's angle, the wife's angle. 
Names of contributors include Clare Booth Luce, Will Oursler, Helen Worden, George Gallup, 
Mamie Doud Eisenhower (and a very nice piece, too, Jf I Were a Bride Today)... Something 
for everybody- good hostess gift. 
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August 2 

Gasque, Jim Knopf 

HUNTING AND FISHING IN THE GREAT SMOKIES $3.75 





A new addition to the Borzoi Books for Sportsmen, this combines leisurely ex- 
perience and relaxed reminiscences, introduces the prospective professional or the avid 
amateur to the country of the Southern Appalachians. Trout streams and their catches; 
bait and tackle and techniques; smallmouth bass streams, lake fishing, the rules and regu- 
lations of this region; a special presentation of Mark Cathey, whom he calls an “artist 
angler” of unique proficiency, well-known in this territory. Hunting, in this district i 
of infinite and varied opportunity,- bears and Russian boars, deer, grouse, squirrel, with 4 
scientific date on trailing hounds, (specifically the Plott hounds), on guides, hunting 
grounds, etc.- Personal experiences and experienced counsel in pleasant blend. 22 half- 
tones, and colored frontispiece. 

Knopf 
HUNTING IN THE NORTHWEST $5.00 


God's country, mountain and desert, and the last frontier of big-game hunting, 
lending vigor to an already virile account of the anticipation - and actuality- of a man's 
sport. Elk hunting - and preparation for the hunt (guns, licenses, choice of a partner, 
clothing, food, and so on) - the field care of the meat; bears- and hunting techniques; 
caring for pelts; goats- and alpine hunting; antelope, moose, deer, the cunning coyote, 
rabbit - this is a rambunctious, infectious account which does not lack for spirit or 
Savor, contrasts in tone with the title above. 31 half tones, colored frontispiece. 
Uniform edition with other titles in Borzoi Books for Sportsmen. 


Ormond, Clyde 


August 5 


Vogt, William William Sloane Assoc. 
ROAD TO SURVIVAL $4.00 


* An ecologist looks at the world - and finds it in peril - peril from the psych- 
ology of waste which permitted exploitation of our basic capital wealth- land- with all 
that implies (soil, vegetable matter, wild life, water, and so on). The exploitation has 
been political and economic. The best salesmanship in the world's history has put over 
the idea of the American standard of living, and the goal of Freedom from Want- and has 
practised a monstrous deception since the carrying capacity of land has already been 
stretched to a danger point, while modern agriculture, with its over-extension, has actu- . 
ally increased environment resistance. Static values are obsolete. Land is dynamic. The i 
closest estimate of world arable land stands at 2,600,000,000 - and is diminishing with : 
increased mechanization, expanded industrial structure, rural prosperity at the cost of 
one third of the topsoil, and the existence of millions of ecological DP's. The cost of 
land abuse is estimated as greater than the cost of all our wars- with the Americas the 
worst offenders in the rape of their treasurehouse. Even our contemporary reclamation 
programs get scant endorsement; the TVA, the proposed MVA, come in for criticism; the 
parsimony of Congress is excoriated. But- the future is still in our hands; though Time 
Marches On. A birdseye view of the waste and want of the rest of the world,- latin Amer- 
ica, a tragic example; Europe- with special focus on Greece; Asia; the Middle Hast ( Pal- 
estine the one bright spot of proof that it can be done) ;Africa;- and the U.S.A. alone 
in the position to set up an international WPA, a sad but necessary alternative to atomic 
and bacterial war...He advocates a conservation program comprised of research, education, 
action now - and above all a program of control of population, which menaces the future 
of the world. Shades of Malthus! Scarehead figures of population curves crossing the 
curves of means of survival - the rapid drawing apart. Just how we are to impose 4 pro- 
gram of “outwitting the libido” without the strong arm of dictatorship is hard to see. 
But Vogt specifically advocates the distribution of contraceptives and information on 
their uso as part of world recovery programs. Almost, as one closes the book, one feels 
ashamed to read a newspaper printed on pulp, to eat a meal produced from shrinking land, 
to flush the toilet and waste the water table, to accept the boon of a garbage disposal 
system with waste of organic matter. But what good reading he makes of it all. Dual 
selection Book-of-the-Month for August (with the Forester). 
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August 16 









Moscow, Warren Knopf 
POLITICS IN THE BMPIRB STATE $3.00 





Applicable in its broader implications not only to the state of New York, but 
to elections, other than local, the country over. But specifically a closeup of the pro- 
cesses, local as well as state,sof New York's political machinery, operations and statis- 
tical computations. From an appraisal of New York's government, in its good and bad as- 
pects, its reform measures, its famous vote getting personalities (from Mitchell on 
through Thomas Dewey), this continues to the analysis of the voters, the majority and 
minority parties involved, the working of the machines by locality, the ramification of 
the judicial, legislative and gubernatorial positions. Then to the pressure groups, the 
controls, the city and state breakdown in administration, even to the indications of the 
betting and the popular polls in pre-election days. A book that points out the necessity 
of individual participation, the influence of wrong angles and wrong elements working the 
worst for centralized authority under a democratic government, that ends in endorsing the 
idea that factors leading up to a nomination pretty well settle an election...and choices 
and campaigns from then on mean little. A book for general reference- and for serious 
voters. 


















Knopf 


Hutcheson, Ernest 
THE LITBRATURES OF THE PIANO $5.00 














A handbook for the music student- to be used with actual musical texts avail- 
able- not a book for the general reader, even one who is a good listener (as distinguish- 
ed from a performer). A brief introductory section outlines the history of the. instru- 
ment - from spinet,clavichord and harpsichord to the modern piano- with a few hints as 

to possible improvements still ahead. The main thesis of the text, however, is the study 
of the works of composers who have contributed primarily to the “literature of the piano". 
In each period, there are some composers who are simply indicated with brief biographical 
notes and listings of their works, with relative difficulty indicated; but the more impor- 
tant composers are given more space, and some of their works are analyzed, with examples 
to show how they should be interpreted. Specifically, those given most space are Bach, 
Haydn, Mozart, Schumann, Chopin, Brahms, Liszt, Debussy, Ravel, MacDowell. Analysis of 
editions- preferences indicated- an appendix of published works- lists of American com- 
posers- bibliography- all combine to make this an important item for schools of music, 
teachers, etc. 























Gibran, Kahlil Knopf 
SPIRITS REBELLIOUS $2.75 


‘Parables, in the Biblical, Blake-ian prose which have brought the now dead mys- 
tic a very dedicated following, these tell of the valuelessness of jewels and money as 
against the worth of true, spiritual love; of the earthly judgment on a murderer, a thief, 
an adulteress, and the hope of a higher forgiveness; of two lovers- and a death tryst; 
and of the escape of the “heretic” Kahlil, as he is driven from a monastery, brings 
Christianity to the Lebanon. The transfiguration, exaltation characteristic of all his 


work, and for his devoted, devotional audience. 
Auges4-17 of tila N/23 





Dorfman, Wilfred & Johnson, Doris Macmillan 
OVERWBIGHT IS CURABIE $3.75 
ro Don't sell this as a short cut for those who want to reduce. It is a serious 


study, presented in pedantic terms, of the causes of overweight, the correlation of appe- 
tite and emotional factors, childhood habits, heredity, etc. There is presentation of 
the relation of overweight to longevity, heart disease, diabetes, surgical risk, diseases 
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of the digestive tract, pregnancy, nervousness, accident incidence, etc. The subject of 
treatment is liberally illustrated with charts providing for nutritional balance, differ- 
entials in energy expenditure, diets, menus. 


~August-te- Go — 


Walser, Frank Revised edition Harper 
THB ART OF CONFERENCE $3.00 iv 









| Originally published in 1933, this has enhanced importance today not only be- 
cause the author has himself expanded his knowledge of the application of theory, in 
international conference work, but because the use of the conference has become universal, 
in homes, in business, in organization work, in discussion groups, eto. The text disocuss- 
es the processes, techniques and philosophy of conferences, large and small, the impor- 
tance attached to changes of attitude during the process of conference, the conference as 


a tool of education. 
Auguet“19 10."7 


Shultz, Gladys Denny & Hill, Lee Forest YOUN BA } Doubleday : 
THR COMPLBTR BABY BOOK FOR MOTHERS AND PATHBRS $3700/$3.50- = 




























A popularization and simplification of today's more enlightened parental pro- 
cedures - but not a “complete” book compared to the Spock book- nor is it as attractively 
written. Here, however, you find essentials on pregnancy, variations on feeding,on sched- 
ules, on the developmental patterns to expect from month to month (based on Gesell). The 
second year and the subsequent pre-school years are treated on less detailed basis. Rou- 
tines and menus, formulas and recipes, toys and book lists, behavior questions, physical q 
care, with a short section on ailments and accidents, this outlines the coverage. Another 
basic book about babies - in case you feel one is needed. You wont like it if you dis- 
like your child referred to as Baby until he becomes Junior. 





August 20 


Josephs, Ray Random House 
LATIN AMBRICA: Continent in Crisis $4.50 











This differs from other books on Latin America (specifically Cuba, Curacao and 
South America) in that it is a close-up of what is happening in each country now- not an 
historical, biographical and descriptive coverage for the traveler. An important book 
for those seriously interested in the political and economic pattern of each of the eleven 
countries covered, based on nine months revisiting countries where he had previously lived 
and which he had known. He records, day by day, what he learns of the personalities, the 
political parties, the penetration of communism, the economic, industrial, social, artis- 
tic color, the labor situation, the attitudes towards the United States, towards Germany, 
towards Russia. Occasional personal bits, pen portraits, anecdotes give a sense of some- 
thing more than the closely reasoned, objective analysis of the greater part of the text. 
Not as exciting reading as Argentine Diary but essential for understanding the dangers 
at our neighbor to the south. (A chapter still to come covers the Bogota Con- 
ference). 














August 23 


Pretorius, Major P.J. Dutton SK 
JUNGLE MAN $3.75 q 





* Adventures and thrills at their best in this picture of modern man conquering 
the jungles - a book that those who like the Jim Corbett books will find to their taste. 
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A fascinating autobiography of a man who spent most of his life on safari in Africa, 
hunting elephants for their tusks, hunting lions, leopards, zebras as an avocation, and 
serving during World War I as General Smuts’ chief scout. His most notable adventure 
was the tracking down and destroying - for the British Admiralty- of the German cruiser 
Konigsberg, which was in hiding up the Rufiji river. A long, profitable career hunting 
elephants through African jungles was marked by harrowing escapes, by incredible feats 
' of daring. Here is a wealth of authentic information on wild life, the peoples- both 
colonials and natives (cannibals, pygmies, friendly aborigines). The author wins his 
reader with wry humor and bravado and self reliance and his taste for high adventure. 
Plus sale for boys. 





































a August 23 Vv 


Hewitt, B.R. Scribner | 
A TROUT AND SALMON FISHBRMAN FOR 75 YBARS $4.50 Y 


A posthumous book recounting B.D. Hewitt*’s scientific, unorthodox methods of 
fishing, his choice of tackle, his knowledge of piscine psychology. It makes controver- 
Sial, highly argumentative, inflammable reading for the Isaac Walton clan. For his meth-_, 
ods, his ideas, practised and observed in underwater photography, are against tradition. 
Speaking to his brother salmon fishermen, he concentrates on the physical habits of the 
salmon, gives his first hand experience with the finny fellows, shares the adventures of 
a well-traveled life, and makes a fishing book of some wonder for the followers of rod 
and creel. An explosive Must for your rod and reel clubs. 





Larson, May Scribner 
KENNEL, SHOW AND FIBLD $600 4,00 


} Not as limited as the title would indicate, this book treats of more than the 
problems of the dog owner who goes in for show and field trials. The author discusses 
fairly fully the selection of a breed, the whys and hows of choosing a thoroughbred,ad- 
vice on registration, housebreaking, training, care, breeding, raising puppies, diseases 
of the dog, etc. The balance of the text takes individual breeds, their preparation for 
showing, trimming, handling, and so on. The last part of the book deals with hunting 
dogs, controls, tests, special training for field use, for trials, etc. 


August 24 


Ls RNG Me ean ae 


Pickering, James Sayre Macmillan 
THE STARS ARB YOURS $3.49 


ce Without sugar coating the scientific pill, the author manages, by an entertain- 
ing and easy style, to carry the reader into the mysteries of astronomy, fully and graph- 
ically. Definitely astronomy for the layman, with introductory chapters explaining the 
sun, the planets, comets, meteors, nebulae, and so on - and the body of the text is de- 
voted to step by step study of progresssive charts - twenty of them- which makes one feel 
competent to participate in further research in this direction on ones own! An enormous 
amount of scientific fact is concentrated into a lively, readable book. 


August 27 


Commins, Saxe-£d. Random House ah 
P i BASIC WRITINGS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON $3750 4.50 


\ 

@ A one-volume selection of material from letters, diaries, public utterances, 
miscellaneous notes, memoranda, official orders and documents, which in their editing, 
arrangement and linking by editorial notes reads with a certain growing sense of learning 

to know- at first hand- the man, the soldier, the commander, the statesman. The material 
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is chronologically arranged and divided into three periods,- The Colonial Period, The 
Revolutionary Period, The Presidency... From 17,000 documents the editor has made 242 
selections, which reflect 46 years or events in the founding of the Republic- sometimes 
by direct participation, often by oblique references to events in which he had no share. 
His personality and his controlling, obsessive conviction of the necessity of winning 
through to independence are reflected in the writings from the outbreak of war on. A 
book for students- for schools, colleges and public libraries. 





August 30 


McBwen, Inez Puckett Caxton 
SO THIS IS RANCHING $4.00 


This falls short of The Egg and IJ market towards which it is presumably aimed, 
but provides some measure of contagious enthusiasm for the life the author loved, Idaho 
ranching on the Snake. The story records the adjustments an ex-journalist and school- 
ma'rm made as she found charm of sagebrush and happiness in the vie dolorosa ( also odor- 
osa) among the hogs and chickens of the family ranch she had not known since childhood. 
With her engineer husband and her psychologist cousin, she learned what it was to be a 
slave to ranch routine, when a tenant dairyman had an accident. A new tenant cleared the 
situation, but she stayed on to experience the life of the ranch in all seasons, its 
connection with community interests, the excitement of outside trips. A little forced 
at times, and assuredly not an urban concoction because of its lollypop style, this 
nevertheless expresses a real love of the country and the life. 


Miller, Max / Dutton , 
THE TOWN WITH THE FUNNY NAMB ~~ $2.75 
lea Jolla, the lovely seaside town where Max Miller lives, is the subject of 
this record, written in simple, gentle prose, with almost a child-like quality in its un- 
hurried detail. He writes of his good life in terms of charming little episodes, of his 
attempt to train a sea lion, of lobster fishing, the rabbit on the front lawn, the in- 
genious and ingenuous Perky, dramatic Mrs. Billings relentless pursuit, his daily patrol 
of the each dune and curve of the beach and the collection of common, everyday beach life 
occurrences with the unusual people who called la Jolla their own. There's underlying 
humor, mild subtle fare with a touch of whimsy, for the audience that enjoyed Mex Miller's 
earlier books. California market especially. 


August ? 


Douglas, William 0, John Day 
BRING AN AMBRICAN $3.75" 
7) 
Despite his denial of presidential aspirations, Douglas ranks high as a poten- 
tial candidate, and the chief market interest in this book would seem to depend on the 
outcome of the Democratic Convention. This book is, however, not written for the spot- 
light of the present but, bringing to bear the precepts of practised career, those speech- 
es included here have some bearing when the political issues are defined. Dating from 
1940 on, here are the public utterances of an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, In 
concept they embody the liberal view, with appeal to a mass audience, whether Jewish, 
legal, collegiate, or what have you. They bespeak a character versed in history, demo- 
oratic ideas, and an evaluation of current issues. There are tributes to Norris, Brand- 
eis, Stone, F.D.R. and Bleanor Roosevelt; there are examinations into the tradition of 
American ideas; there are speeches on civil liberties, moral leadership, public health 
and international questions of the postwar world. 
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Holland, Marcus Scribner 
SAPPHO: A Drama in Verse $2.75 




























A long, dull, wordy and pointless reworking of the Sappho legend into a poetic 
drama in blank verse, The transposition of Sappho's unrequited love from the legendary 
and perhaps mythical Phaon to an Bgyptian gentleman named Marones adds nothing in authen- 
ticity to the story. Academic and pedestrian, it would be hard to name a possible audi- 
ence for this work. Not even high school dramatic classes will want to use it because 
of its length; beyond that age level, no one would toil through the long, pseudo-philos- 
ophic passages. 


Late Arrivals— Practically Published ve" 
Reitzel, William Harcourt, Brace 
THS MBDITBRRANBAN: Its Role in America’s Foreign Policy $2.75 


The questions of why, when and how of America's entrenchment in the Mediterran- 
ean, an area where for generations the U.S.A. has rejected commitments, are plausibly 
answered in this excellent study from the Yale Institute. The period of deliberate eva- 
sion, the period of improvisation, both have yielded to a coherent regional approach - 
rooted in military and economic power, holding threat of intervention if and when neces- 
sary. The British system and American resources have become Siamese twins, though con- 
fessedly their interests are not identical. The strategic value of regional operation 
in the eastern Mediterranean (with the Spanish and North African situations linked) is 
its defense against Communist expansion, whether in the Balkans or the Near East. The 
Mediterranean is shown as being involved in the larger pattern of America's international 
relations, whether we are facing a two-power world or a new balance of power, the Medi- 
terranean is directly related to our survival. The author traces his findings, specifi- 
cally from the North African invasion to the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan. He 
backgrounds the period with a brief historical summary; he shows the points of tension 
which have resulted in shifts of policy, Venezia-Giulia, Trieste, Azerbaijan, Spain and 
Tangiers, Greece and Great Britain, the open bid for the Straits, the formation of the 
Arab League, the Palestine tangle (on this he contributes some light on the British posi- 
tion). America has chosen to make solid her position in regard to Italy as a bulwark 
against Communist advance, since the Balkan occupation by the Red Army altered the dis- 
tribution of political powers, and Yalta ended the fiction of compatability. Not a book 
that presents opinions or conclusions- but that marshals the facts for clarification of 
the situation. 


Weaver, Robert Harcourt, Brace 
THB NEGRO GHSTTO $3.75 


A sociological study, statistical in its evidence, showing the hows and whys of 
the Negro housing problem. The historical development, of northern migration, of exten- 
sion of city ghettos, of war impetus to overcrowded tenements, of paucity of government 
assistance. Policies and programs, city by city- the fight for democratic patterns- the 
resistances and racial covenants, recently outlawed. Weaver contends that Negro occu- 
pancy does not debase real estate values and outlines fundamental principles for more 
units at low cost and interracial living on a democratic basis. Fighting words- contro- 
versial- valid. 


Brannon, W.T.-as told to Ziff-Davis 
“YELLOW KID" WEIL $3.00 


The long and lucrative career of a master “con man”, a fascinating story which 
gains nothing in the manner of its telling. Weil pursued his career for the adventure 
rather than the desire to make money dishonestly; his basic assumption is claimed to be 
that he took money only from those who could afford it (he made some $8,000,000!). This 
records a variety of swindles, including horse racing and stock selling schemes, counter- 
feiting, gambling, mining rackets and so on. He did some short stretches in jail- but 
escaped most of his punishment because his victims were also involved. An unusual sort 
of success story! 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Crowell 
Jenkins, Sara- WE GATHBR TOGETHER- definite date 8/23 


Doubleday 
Ermine, W.- LAST OF THB LONGHORNS- definite price $2.50 
Lang, D.- BARLY TALBS OF THB ATOMIC AGB- definite price $2.75 
Noble, H.- WOMAN WITH A SWORD- definite price $3.00 
Riess, C.- JOSHPH GOBBBELS- from 7/22 to 8/5 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Arlott, J.- fd. - FIRST TIMB IN AMBRICA- definite date 8/12 


Caldwell, Brskine- THIS VBRY BARTH- definite date 8/20 
Godsey, T.- A GUIDB TO PHOTOGRAPHIC CONTROL- definite date 8/18 
Pincher, C.- A STUDY OF FISH- definite date 8/5 


Farrar, Straus 

Hodapp, William- £d. - THB PLRASURBS OF THE JAZZ AGB- from 7/7? to 8/23 

Hunt, Howard- MABLSTROM- price from $3.00 to $2.75 

Linscott, R.N.- £d. - STATE OF MIND- definite date 7/22 

Miller, Wade- UNEASY STREET- definite date 8/18 

Plagemann, Bentz- INTO THB LABYRINTH- definite date 8/20. Price from 
$2.75 to $2.50 

Smith, Wm. G.- THE LAST OF THE CONQUERORS- definite date 8/18 


ee Stern, D.- FRANCIS GOBS TO WASHINGTON- from 8/? to 9/?. Price from 
$2.75 to $2.50 


Harper 
Rose, Arnold- THB NBGRO IN AMBRICA- from 5/26 to 6/23 


Macmillan 
Allan, H.S.- JOHN HANCOCK- from 6/8 to 7/27 
Bellairs, George- THB CASE OF THS SBVEN WHISTLBRS- from 7/13 to 7/27 
Brittain, Vera- ON BRING AN AUTHOR- from 7/13 to 7/27 
Duncan, David- THR BRAMBLB BUSH- from 6/29 to 7/13 
MacQuarrie, H.- VOUZA AND THE SOLOMON ISLANDS- from 6/8 to 7/20 
Torrence, R.- THE STORY OF JOHN HOPS- from 6/15 to 7/20 


Erratum: Publisher Index: Godden, Runner- A CANDLB FOR ST. JUDB is a Viking 
publication, not William Sloane. 

















BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service yw $38 Bank Street 


a AANA ilk 
Vol. XVI July 1, 1948 


SUMMER READING - Off Routine Lines 


We almost forgot this Summer Reading List, until our memories were jogged at the ALA 
Convention with queries from librarians as to when it was coming..."It was a godsend 
last Summer. Don't omit it please!" and "We kept it on a bulletin board ovér a spec- 
‘tal shelf of books - and .it was constantly consulted." ....-So here it is— again an odd 
assortment of not such hackneyed titles.: Scarcely a. bow to Best Seller lists, but 
books, in various categories, that your readers might enjoy:as much as we did.: 


TRAVEL THROUGH BOOKS 


Hamlin, Helen- PINE, POTATOBS AND PEOPLE (Norton- $3.00) 


A book for people who like Maine, high timber, tall tales and potatoes. 
A regional book of high order. 


Peattie, Roderick- fd.- THE BERKSHIRES (Vanguard- $5.00) 


An appreciative, leisurely to lyrical portrait of a picturesque, if not 
dramatic region, beloved of many summer visitors. 


Rogers & Rankin- NEW YORK (Harper- $5.00) 


New York in historical perspective, with the focus on the last decade, 
and history examined in relation to the present. Well-written background book. 


Rosskam, E. & L. - TOWBOAT RIVER (Duell, Sloan & Pearce- $7.50) 


Unique regional book, as in text and pictures the river life of men and women 
is recorded in dialogue, story, anecdote, factual reporting. Fascinating reading. 


Hilscher, Herbert H. - ALASKA NOW (Little, Brown- $3.00) 


A realistic personality profile of the territory, with salutary details for 
the would-be pioneer, bits of unexpected history and biography. 


lanks, Herbert C.- HIGHWAY ACROSS THE WEST INDIES (Appleton-Century- $5.00) 


The West Indies by plane, boat and car, a first rate handbook for those who 
would do likewise, and armchair reading for the stay-at-homes. 


MacQuarrie, Hector- VOUZA AND THE SOLOMON ISLANDS (Maomillan- $4.00- July 20) 


Often amusing, sometimes amazing, always entertaining picture of pre-war life 
in the Solomons. A masculine counterpart of Land Below the Wind.- 


Rothery, Agnes - ICELAND (Viking- $3.75) 


Personal exploration reveals natural beauties, points of interest, in a land 
singularly untourist minded. An informed, informing and informal picture of the country. 


Walworth, Arthur- CAPE BRETON (Longmans, Green- $3.50) 


Excellent combination of personal experience, bits of history, legend, practi- 
cal information, something of the people, the life, the land, the sports. And good reading. 


208% 
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BOOKS. ABOUT PEOPLE 



























Barley, Ann- PATRICK CALLS ME MOTHER (Harper- $2.75) 





The story of an odyssey for motherhood, among the needy of Europe. Behind the 
determinedly merry and gay approach, is a story of a search against odds. 


Broekman, David- SHOESTRING SYMPHONY (Simon & Schuster- $2.75) 


A thing of fun and frenzy, in a musician's memoirs that is a refuge from the 
stuffed-shirt school and a commentary on American musical life. 


Green, Anne- WITH MUCH LOVE (Harper- $3.00) 


A highiy entertaining and very personal story of a childhood in France, and 
the life of a large family, gay, carefree, extravagant. 


Grosser, Maurice- PAINTING IN PUBLIC (Knopf- $2.75) 


From the inside out this reveals the processes of painting, of training, of 
methods of work and creation, of shows, museums and galleries and trends in art. 


Lothrop, Eleanor- THROW ME A BONE (Whittlesey- $3.00) 


A thoroughly informative and hugely entertaining personal story of a Boston 
society girl who became an archeologist's wife, absorbed in a new way of life. 


Lovett, Robert Morss- ALL OUR YEARS (Viking- $3.75) 





A literate, expansive account of a rich, well-rounded life, of a man who as 
writer, educator and social reformer was in the stream of history. Delightful. : 





Shea, Margaret Hammel- TAVERN IN THE TOWN (Ives Washburn- $2.50) 


An amusing, enthusiastic recall of a summer season running a tea-room on the 
Maine coast. A light book, full of gaiety- and hard work. 


Sward, Keith- THE LEGEND OF HENRY FORD (Rinehart- $5.00) 


An incisive exploration into a personality known through his public manifesta- 
tions. Studious, controversial, this gives credit in mechanics, failure in social history. 


Whitney, Janet- ABIGAIL ADAMS (Little, Brown- $4.00) 


A plausible,. entertaining and informative biography of not only Abigail but of 
her husband, John Adams. Not new but don't miss it. 


And These For Humor 
Dodge, David- HOW LOST WAS MY WEEKEND (Random House- $2.75) 


Irresponsible itinerary of an engaging threesome, as we follow further the 
scapegrace experiences of the Dodges in Guatemala. 


Millar, Margaret- IT'S ALL IN THE FAMILY (Random House- $2.50) < 






The pre-adolescent saga of Priscilla of the over-vivid imagination, and a 
warming harum-scarum atmosphere that has humor and personal delight. 
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BOOKS ON TODAYS. PROBLEMS 


Fischer, Markoosha- THE NAZAROVS- (Harper- $3.00) 


A novel- but an important book for the authoritative picture of life within 
the Soviet state, through years of revolution. Good reading, as well. 


McGuire, Paul- EXPERIMENT IN WORLD ORDER (Morrow- $4.00) 


A searching study of the British order as an experiment in world order. A 
competent job, interesting, intelligent, provocative. 


Osborn, Fairfield- OUR PLUNDERED PLANET (Little, Brown- $2.50) 


A grim but absorbing book about the waste of the world's natural resources - 
and science's failure to reverse the process. 


McWilliams, Carey- A MASK FOR PRIVILEGE (Little, Brown- $2.75) 


Study of anti-Semitism in America- a reasoned, objective and constructive 
approach by an experienced social scientist. 


Schriftgiesser, Karl- THIS WAS NORMALCY (Little, Brown- $3.00) 


Vital, lively pungent reading - an excellent piece of documentation for the 
opposition to a return to “normalcy” of the years of Republican emergence. 


Welles, Sumner- WE NEED NOT FAIL (Houghton, Mifflin- $2.50) 


The case of Palestine- an important book for immediate reading in its histori- 
cal appraisal, dispassionate assessment, cogent reasoning, passionate challenge. , 


AND HERE ARE SOME NOVELS. NOT ON BEST SELLER. LISTS 


Creed, Will- THE SWORD OF IL GRANDE (Little, Brown- $3.00). Cloak and sword romance. 
Duncan, David- THE BRAMBLE BUSH (Macmillan- $2.75). Expert entertainment. 

Eastman, Elizabeth- THE MOUSE WITH THE RED BYES (Farrar- $2.75) Psychological thriller. 
Fortune, Jan- MISS ABBIE'S HONOR (Appleton- $3.00). Shrewd, seasoned story of a heilcat. 
Garth, David- THE TORTURED ANGEL (Putnam- $2.50). Smooth adventure-plus. 

Household, Geoffrey- ARABESQUE (Little, Brown- $2.75). Intrigue in the Middle East. 
Howard, F, Ruth- SAILMAKER (Morrow $2.75). Menewomen- and a horse. Sophisticated modern. 
Innes, Hammond- GALE WARNING (Harper- $2.50). Modern piracy- new high action adventure. 
Lay & Bartlett- TWELVE O'CLOCK HIGH (Harper- $2.75). For the Command Decision market. 
MoMeekin, Clark- GAUDY'S LADIES (Appleton-Century- $3.00). Colorful story of a river port. 
Mergendahl, Charles- THIS SPRING OF LOVE (Doubleday- $2.75). New Zealand in wartime. 
Rundell, BE. Ralph- THE COLOR OF BLOOD (Crowell- $3.00). Civil War in the Argentine. 

Self, threaret Cabell- COME AWAY! (Barnes- $2.50). Compassionate story of a boy and horse. 
Slater, Humphrey- CONSPIRATOR (Harcourt, Brace- $2.50). Contemporary novel~ in the news. 
Weaver, John D.- ANOTHER SUCH VICTORY (Viking- $2.75). Grim novel of the Bonus Army. 
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THE OUT OF DOORS 


Allen, R.C.- ROSES FOR EVERY GARDEN (Barrows- $3.50) 


A practical- and beautiful- handbook for the amateur rose enthusiast, a book 
which strips rose culture of the complications and brings it to essentials. 


Claflin, Bert- MUSKIE FISHING (Knopf- $4.00) 


Thirty years of fishing which has special appeal for freshwater game fisher- 
men. Personal experience- and a how to do it book for addicts. 


Corbett, Jim- THE MAN-HATING LEOPARD OF RUDRAPRAYAG (Oxford- $2.50) 


As good as any thriller, these are again hunting and fishing expeditions, 
and the particular quest of the man-killer - by the master hunter, Jim Corbett. 


Curtis, G.D.- BEES’ WAYS (Houghton, Mifflin- $2.50) 


A noted beeman virtually takes the reader inside the hive, in this fascin- 
ating book on the home life of the bee. Good reading on many levels. 


Holland, Ray P. - BIRD DOGS (Barnes- $5.00) 


A beautiful book, with the basic facts sportsmen want to know about bird 
dogs. A book for identification, for training, for showing, for general care. 


Swain, Ralph B.- THE INSECT GUIDE (Doubleday- $4.00) 


Another in an excellent series of nature handbooks and field guides. Prac- 
tical for the layman in classification, identification. Fully illustrated. 


Wherry, Edgar T.- WILD FLOWER GUIDE (Doubleday- $3.00) 


Companion manual - a book scientific enough for the professional, and prac- 
tical enough for the average man, with liberal illustrations. 


A MISCELLANY OF BOOKS YOU MAY. WANT 


Poetry:- 
Williams, Oscar- fd. - A LITTLE TREASURY OF AMERICAN POETRY (Scribner- $3.75) 


An interesting and striking collection of which Americans can be proud. 


Religton:- 
Meehan, Franocis- THE TEMPLE OF THE SPIRIT (Dutton- $2.50) 


A plea for the pursuit by modern man of the spiritual values of life. 


Parties & Games:- 


Goren, Charles H.- CONTRACT BRIDGE MADE EASY (Doubleday- $1. 69) 


A refresher for those out of practice; a basic book for beginners. 
Van Rensselaer, Alexander- THE COMPLETE PARTY BOOK (Sheridan House- $3.50) 


Entertaining without a maid- for limited quarters, limited budgets. 


Cookery: - i Ope eae 
Simpson & Taylor- THE FROZEN FOOD COOK BOOK (Simon & Schuster- $2.95-August) 
Shopping- recipes- menus- home freezing- an essential for modern housekeepers. 
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‘in collaboration w:th Nina Schneider 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5 to 8) 


Davis, Robert Holiday House 
PADRE PORKO $2.50 


Reissue, with two new stories, of the popular retelling of these stories of 
old Spain, stories built around the character of “the gentlemanly pig", caballero, and- 
to American readers- a character with a touch of Nero Wolfe and a dash of Alexander 
Woollcott. Here are stories for children that adults will enjoy reading to them. A fam- 
ily book, for six and seven year olds on up. The Fritz Bichenberg pictures are kin to 
the text. (Originally published- and reported- in 1939). (7/15) | 


Ross, Patricia Fent Knopf 
THE MAGIC FOREST $2.50 


Fairy tale with pointed, adult overtones in the manner of the moderns. Coco 
and Concha Perez lived in Mexico City. Orphans, they depended on the bounty of kindly 
Mrs. Gonzales, who had a vegetable stall in the market. It was there the children met 
an elf and a talking goat who took them to a magic forest in the middle of the wild wood. 
The curiously peaceful world had difficult laws, of which many talked and few practised. . 
Only the magic folk would give up their own greeds for the general good. A disturbing 
fairy tale for the five and six year olds; older children will find it enjoyable in some- 
what the manner of the Wilde tales. Carlos Merida illustrations give a Mexican flavor, 
with their bold open line technique and gay flat color. Boards. (9/20) 


EASY. READING 


Keeler, Katherine Southwick Nelson 
AUTUMN COMES TO MEADOW BROOK FARM $2.00 


The picture story format makes this look younger than the quality of the text 
suggests. Third in the series which tell of the seasonal changes and charms on a real 
farm with many animals and rich growing things. Now apples and pumpkins are gathered 
as the geese fly overhead and all is made ready for the harsh winter season. Genuine 
farm atmosphere as Farmer Allen and his wife reap the summer rewards. A busload of 
children from the school in town renew their acquaintance with ducks, calf, and other 
farm creatures. And a stray dog and a pony come for Thanksgiving dinner too. (9/8) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN~ Fiction 


Hollister, Mary Brewster | Friendship Press 
DIKE AGAINST THE SEA $1.50 


A story of Central China and Star and her older brother True, who lived behind 
a dike built with the help of the Protestant Shurch orphanage. The reclaimed fields sup- 
port the little villages. There’s good family feeling, and - in the story of the typhoon 
and its aftermath- a sense of excitement in this story of how disaster helped bring to- 
gether irate parents and the daughter, mother of the children, who had married a Chris« 
tian. Kurt Wiese's illustrations in two tones, add distinction to the book- and he has 
given it a particularly effective jacket and end papers. Cloth. (Publ.) 
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Kelsey, Alice Geer Friendship Press 
MINGO OF THE MERRY- GO- ROUND $1.50 


Mingo, Puerto Rican mountain lad, leaves his home and family to travel with 
his older brother in the employ of a carnival. Mingo takes fares and blacks boots and 
now and again gets into trouble because, like many Puerto Rican children, he has had no 
chance to learn to read. As they travel they see some of the things the Protestant 
missions have accomplished, and eventually, both Mingo'’s needs and those of his family 
are met when the mission helps them to self sufficiency with poultry- and to a new out- 
look on life. Line illustrations by Janet Smalley and Jeanne Mclavy are decorative 
rather than illustrative. 128 pp. (Publ.) 


Bonner, Mary Graham Knopf 
HIDDEN VILLAGE MYSTERY $2.00 


Good plot and suspense in a relatively un-lurid story which young mystery fans 
will find to their taste. A bit of diamond smuggling is incidental, if exciting, to the 
general air of boys having fun and creating excitement out of daily vacation happenings, 
as Rocky, Pepper and Sammy run a private detective agency from a little cave on the 
suburb's outskirts, and suddenly happen on grown-up clues. Ill'd. (8/16) 


Brock, Emma L. Knopf 
LITTLE DUCHESS: Anne of Brittany $2.50 


A new type of book for Emma Brock- this stilted sort of biographical study, 
thinly fictionized with authentic decoration, and imagined conversation and responses 
imposed on historical events. (I prefer Emma Brock in her own field.) The book tells 
of the childhood of Anne of Brittany, brought up to a conviction of the greatness of 
her country, the importance of her role as heir to her father’s throne. The period is 
late 15th century- in a Europe torn by dissension, with Brittany a prize sought- through 
marriage to little Anne- by princes of every land. Somehow, the characters and the situ- 
ations and the settings never come to life. They are of a piece with the studied quality 
of the line drawings. A disappointing book. (8/16) 


Skrebitsky, Georgi ; Knopf 
WHITE BIRDS' ISLAND $2.00 

* An unusual book with special interest in the intense approach to nature. In 
the middle of demse forest, bordering a lake, Peter followed by his more timid brother 
Jack, embark on a crude, handmade raft and row out to a fantastic floating island in- 
habited by thousands of blue-white birds. On makeshift skiis, they explore the island, 
literally sinking into adventure every step of the way. Real terror is achieved in the 
night on the island, until an accident of tide brings them to shore again. Henry Pitz’ 
black and white sketches have caught the tense quality of the story. Not a book for 
sissies, but red-blooded youngsters will love it. 


Blyton, Enid Wayne L. McNaughton-Westwood Village,Calif. 
THE MYSTERY OF THE DISAPPEARING CAT $1.75 
Ar 


The second adventure of the “Five Find Outers” and their dog, this again satis- 
fies the need for mystery stories on the third and fourth grade level. Some decent ad- 
ults and some unpleasant ones - but the children are always children, full of curiosity, 
warm sympathy, and endless capacity for getting into trouble. The children side with 
luke, garden assistant, when his boss tries to pin the theft of a valuable Siamese cat 
on innocent Luke. Impressed with Luke's kindliness, the children ignore ciass barriers, 
and upset the local constable'’s plans by taking their own way to right the wrong. Ade- 


quate action in a different sort of setting - lots of dialogue. The line drawings by 
J. Abbey are rather nice. (Publ.) 
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Renick, Marion R. Scribner 
A TOUCHDOWN FOR DOC $2.00 


More story and less football-how-to-do than in most of the books with which 
Marion Renick has had to do (she has written on her own, or in collaboration with her 
husband, a series on sports). There's a new slant here, combining carnival atmosphere 
and romance and rival football teams, as Jack Randall accidentally walks into a lot of 
excitement when, with the help of “Doc” (who sells lotions and nostrums at the carnival), 
he organizes a team to counter the snooty team outfitted by the bully'’s mother. With 
ups and downs and lots of practice, Jack and the team make that touchdown for Doc, who 
is going to settle down in the nice friendly town with the popcorn lady as his wife. 
Pictures by Dwight Logan. ent, co-Sawws 
“ 
Kiser, Martha Gwinn Random House 
RAINBOW FOR ME _ $2.00 


* A period piece by a writer who has a fine sense of the crinoline days and a 
gentle hand and eye for growing girls and their problems. The author of Sylvia Sings 
of Apples tells of orphaned Ruey, living with an aunt and uncle, earnest but humorless, 
end limited in the intuitive faculties. Then along comes the nicest grandmother in the 
world, and she makes a game of childhood problems as she sews the necessary ruffles on 
the too plain pantalettes. Dolls, circuses and nine and ten year old pains and plea- 
sures are made real and warm. A good book to read aloud to third graders, but fourth 
graders should be able to read it to themselves. Ill'd. by Eloise Wilkin, who can be 
depended on for charming spot drawings in line. (Sept.) jo 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN Fiction 


Watson, Virginia Coward, McCann 
TRAIL OF COURAGE $2.50 


Young Ulrica, doubly orphaned, arrives in the new world of Dutch Colonial New 
Amsterdam, and is bound out as maid of all work to a harsh tavern keeper. Bitterly un- 
happy, she runs away, makes friends of Indians, and becomes something of 4 queer out- 
cast as she changes herself into a hunting, fishing, boyish figure. Courage wins her 
a few friends, but her lot is hard. A promise of a brighter future is held out as 
Ulrica faces still wilder trails with a likely youth who appreciates her unusual telenits. 
Interesting Indian material, and a spirited, realistic view of the hard-working, narrow, 
ordinary people who were the early settlers. Excellent supplementary reading for sixth 
and seventh grades. Illustrated by Marshall Brown. (dope) 

Kl? 


Beck, Mary I. | Friendship Press 
TAI-LEE'S PRECIOUS SEED $1.75 


There's a vocational angle to this story of present day west China, as Tai~Lee, 
carrying his precious seeds with him, returns to his native Peaceful Bay, after the war 
has passed it by. Many elements of old China and new are brought into play, but the 
focus is on Tai-Lee's growing decision to become himself a missionary to his people. 
Various career problems are discussed, and the approach will interest serious young 
readers. But it's not a book for those seeking a routine adventure tale....The author 
is the daughter of missionaries; the artist, Jim Lee, a Chinese illustrator. (Publ.) 


Rush, William Marshall Longmans, Green 
GOLD PROSPECTOR $2.50 


The time is 1884 for this story of the hard long search for gold against the 
elements, against Indians, nefarious gamblers, shifty leeches, and physical hardships, 
as Seth Munroe, a sober, serious hero, sets out from muddy Missouri to track down gold. 
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The book does a thorough job of research on several levels,- Indian problems, mining, 
the coming through of the railroads, etc. There's a mine of interesting local inform- ) 

tion here for supplementary reading on American expansion. But there's a good chase ( 
story too, with a solid ending not draped in gold nuggets? (Sept.) £ 








Morrow 


Corey, Paul 
CORN GOLD FARM $2.50 ~ 
Erosion, one of the nation's biggest problems- is the villain of this piece. 
The Blake family has moved to the outworn farm they inherited. Earl, a student inter- 
ested in farming as a career, and in soil conservation as a step to better farming, per- 
suades his father to try it out. With the stubborn farmer who hates government inter- 
ference, and who has his eye on acquisition of the Blake buildings, this idea is a 
threat. But Earl and his father win through and convince the drought starved farmers 
around them that the new methods provide their only hope. Plenty of drama in snow 
storms, coon hunts, and a fair- and there's a boy-meets-girl slant too. Barly teens 
and on up. Call to attention of your 4-H club groups, ets. (9/8) vy 











McClung, Robert M. Morrow 2) 
WINGS IN THE WOODS $2.25 5 


* It had to be good to ride over the Gene Stratton Porter association with luna 
moths and their ilk- but that it does. Any boy with the slightest interest in moth and 
butterfly collecting will find this farm story into woods story lively adventure. Along 
with the “wings in the woods" aspect goes an interesting farm story, with an evil ad- 
venture with a skunk, a runaway, 2 loyal dog, a milking contest, a sister who is often 
fun and a brother who isn't. Good family relations and a busy, happy farm. (948) ¥/3 ! 


Walden, Amelia Elizabeth Morrow 
SUNNYCOVE $2.50 — 


From a West Virginia mining town to a summer theatre school at the mouth of 
the Connecticut River proves quite a hurdle to take for ambitious, but homely, Vicky, 
whose teacher brother Gus determined that she was to have her chance at the stage. 

In a group of girls, glamorous, beautiful, well-dressed, the little country cousin has 
to make good in a big way and prove her integrity as an actress against all odds. The 
story has many of the stock situations and some novel ones; there's a good deal of be- 
hind the scenes data that will fascinate stage-struck girls. And there's a blaze of 
glory ending, and a good start towards happy young romance. Slick but eminently read- 
able. Amelia Walden knows her girl readers, and the teens will love it. (9/15) wi 


McCormick, Wilfred : Putnam 
LEGION TOURNEY $2.00 


Bronce Burnett again, a fine, upstanding sports character from the West, as 
Bronce and Fat Crompton- with the coach- play ball and fight the superstitions of the 
team. The weight of baseball legend makes this a problem, but Bronc will not be downed. 
And in that final game of the Tourney, you know who hits the magic homer that ties the 
score. A few new angles- and a lot of old- and popular- ones. (August) 


Brier, Howard M. Random House 
PHANTOM BACKFIELD $2.50 





High School spirit, football, team play, foul play and romance, with football 
as the main back drop, for a story of a winning backfield foursome scattered when their 
High School is closed. One of the four feels wronged because he has been suspected of 
theft, but in spite of this, he puts everything into his play. After some rocky doings, 
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the boys are reunited and a reconciliation comes just in time to make the City High team 
unbeatable, and to resolve all unhappy issues. Complicated ins and outs of High School 
doings, with the light romantic bits and heavy sports stuff, will make a mixture that 
other High School students will find to their liking. Ill'd. (9/10) 


Huggins, Alice Margaret Westminster Press 
THE RED CHAIR WAITS $2.75 


* An unusual story of a young girl's growing up in China. The child of a tradi- 
tional family, Chien Shu-lan, was born 30 miles northeast of Peking, and- trained in 
Western style schools, returns to a neighboring town as a teacher, though still bound 
to domestic demands and filial obedience required by Chinese custom. Shu-lan is a 
sweet, kindly girl, who pulls away from the conflict between the new ways and the old. 
But- as increasing distaste for the man to whom as a child she had been betrothed over- 
comes her- she starts the fight in earnest. This is a lively, provocative book, with 
@ vivid plot and meaningful background. Girls will become engrossed in Shu-lan's many 
problems, filial, romantic, domestic. From first page to last the conflicts and the 
suspense are sustained. Intimate family life, interesting school life, town and country 
customs, festivals, dress, etc. - all in all, a rich book, in a field where modern 
awareness is sadly needed. Early and late teens- and young adults. (Written in col- 
laboration with Earle Hoit Ballou and Hugh Laughlin Robinson.) (9/20) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN— Non-fiction 


Zim, Herbert S. Morrow 
CODES AND SECRET WRITING $2.00 \~ 


The qualities of simplicity, directness and logical organization that have 
made Zim's previous books so readable are present here, and should make this book a wel- 
come addition to libraries, both public and school, for upper grades and high school. 
Readers will enjoy trying their hands at breaking secret codes and concocting invisible 
ink, and doing some of the other things for which directions are given. Diagrams. (9 i 


a) 
Gossett, Margaret & Elting, Mary Westminster Press 
NOW YOU'RE COOKIN’ $2.50 


* A good team this- and a good book is the result. Margaret Gossett did a pic- 
ture cookbook for younger children which has been popular. Now- in collaboration with 
Mary Elting, she has given us @ bright, sprightly text, with practical, detailed in- 
structions on how to feed the gang, in masses, singly, indoors or out. There are de- 
tails on how to plan, execute and mop up as well as market, cook and serve 4 meal. 
There's a kitchen party, lunch before the game, elegant supper on a tray, breakfast 
parties, double dinner date, snow hike, Christmas doings, progressive dinner party, 
breakfast in bed, the manly stew, hiking and biking, benefits, and a great quantity of 
workable and imaginative menus-cum-recipes. The recipe index at the end doesn't really 
take the place of the kind of cross index a cookbook should have. But otherwise it's a 
must for the teens- and a borrow for mother (and father). 256 pp. Illustrated by 
Jeanne Bendick. 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Repeat for this age level the foliqwing reviewed above-— PP. 310-211 
Corey, Paul- CORN GOLD FARM (Morrow- $2.50) 

Walden, Amelia Blizabeth- SUNNY COVE (Morrow- $2.50) 

Huggins, Alice Margaret- THE RED CHAIR WAITS (Westminster Press- $2.75) 
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Scribner 


Heinlein, Robert te, 

SPACE CADET $2.50 — ¢ 
* A writer well-known in the “astounding story” field, and author of last year's 

Space Ship, projects us into the year 2075 with all the lift and zip of which he is ca- 

pable, which is plenty... Building up a fairly credible series of family relationships 

in this intricately mechanized world, the story attains that suspended belief which is 

the special appeal of a brilliant, imaginative gift. The Jules Verne adventures through i 

space seem as important as any adventure could be.. Good plot, excellent suspense and 

fantastically beautiful machines blend in a story that should make long time good read- 

ing for readers interested in mechanics. Ill'd. (Sept.) 


27 
Simon & Schuster 
CITY BOY $2.95 








Wouk, Herman 


A tragi-comedy of youngsters, understandingly, amusingly, entertainingly pre- 
sented, with enough bite in the interpolations of the adult world against which they 
carry on incessant warfare, to keep it on a realistic level. Wouk writes of ll-year 
old Bronx Herbie*s school and camp exploits; of how with his cousin he manages a modi- 
cum of trouble for himself, a maximum for others. Nice going- with no profound social 
significance or jibes at modern mores. (For full report see P. 291) (8/19) 








Lancaster, Bruce Little, Brown- Atlantic Monthly Press 
NO BUGLES TONIGHT $3.00 


A fast-paced yarn of the campaign of the Tennessee in the Civil War- an old 
story from a new angle, through the adventures and misadventures of Whip Sheldon, secret 
agent. Romance and adventure, and a lively picture of the operations of secret agents 
through bitter years. (For full report see P. 290) (8/19) 





NON FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Pickering, James Sayre Macmillan 
THE STARS ARE YOURS $3.49 


Without sugar coating the scientific pill, the author manages to carry the 
reader into the mysteries of astronomy in a lively, readable book. Astronomy for the 
layman, with introductory chapters explaining the sun, planets, comets, etc. and the 
body of the text step by step study of 20 progressive charts. (Full report P. 299) 


(8/24) 


larson, May Scribner oo 
KENNEL, SHOW AND FIELD 00 ¥ 


Broader gauged than the title indicates, this treats of the problems of most 
dog owners, from selection, training, care, breeding, and special preparation for showing. 
The last section deals with hunting dogs, their training for field use, trials and shows. 
(For full report see P. 299) (8/23) 





FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Swartsfager, Vern Macmillan 
THE BELL RINGERS $3.00 





A heartening account of the reclamation of a group of potential gangsters by 
a humane and very understanding curate of an Episcopal Church in Dallas. The story of 
these youngsters makes absorbing reading. The book should interest all concerned with 
problems of juvenile delinquency - and encourage people to read of a churchman making 
his Christianity work. (For full report see P. 286) (8/17) 





